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Byron Area Schools 

June 30, 2020 
 

Dear Byron Families: 
 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our students and staff during these last four 

months.  Our transition from traditional face-to-face instruction to remote learning has proven to 

be challenging yet inspiring.  As we end the 2019-20 academic year today, we would like to share 

lessons learned that will assist in shaping Byron Area Schools. 

 

Listed below is a summary of your valuable feedback (using a scale of 1 to 5): 
 

Parent Feedback (129 responses) 

• Helpfulness of staff       4.3 

• Able to easily access resources     3.9 

• Teachers accessible with ease for communication   4.2 

• Teacher expectations were reasonable     4.1 

• Challenge of learning activities     3.6 

• Learning activities valuable use of time    3.7 

Overall theme from comments: 

• Thanks and positive comments about teachers 

• Greater consistency with technology platforms 

Average number of hours per day per child:  3 hours 

 

Student Feedback (93 responses) 

• Rate your overall experience       3.0 

• Able to easily access resources     3.8 

• Teachers accessible with ease for communication   4.0 

• Teacher expectations were reasonable     3.9 

• Learning activities were engaging     3.3 

• Learning activities valuable use of time    3.3 

Average number of hours per day:  60 to 90 minutes 
 

We are confident each of you are eager to learn about our plans for the fall.  First and foremost, we 

are ready to begin the academic year, as scheduled, on August 20, 2020.  As educators, we 

recognize that student interaction is vital to the entire educational experience and we plan to 

support and create safe spaces for our students and faculty to interact to create learning 

opportunities for each child. 

 

During the past three weeks, a committee of our staff have been working together to create a 

framework for teaching and learning for the 2020-21 academic year.  We have developed three 
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plans that we will be ready to implement once we receive further guidance from the Governor’s 

office and the Michigan Department of Education for re-opening schools.  We look forward to the 

announcements scheduled for later today, and will continue to provide you with more details.  

Please know, each plan includes these core values: 
 

• School operations using public health and safety protocols  

• Teaching and learning strategies for student growth for each child 

• Consistent schedule for students and families 

• Utilization of full instructional days 

• Inclusion of an on-line/remote learning option 

• Using learning management system of Google Suite for all students 

• Whole child and family support, including wellness and social & emotional 

learning 

Even though it is difficult to predict what the future holds, please know that Byron Area Schools 

are prepared.  Our three plans are adaptable with multiple contingencies that focus on learning in a 

safe environment.  What we do know for certain is the following: 
 

• Our teachers are participating in professional learning during these summer 

months to be prepared for all of our plans. 

• Our custodial and maintenance staff are cleaning and preparing areas following 

safety protocols. 

• Our purchase of 350 new technology devices will allow us to provide each child 

with an individual device. 

 

We have learned many lessons over the past several months, and although the events are 

unprecedented, Byron Area Schools has responded quickly and provided our students with a safe 

environment to continue their learning.  Given our dedicated and talented faculty, our family 

support, and our students’ ability to persevere, we are confident that we will continue to overcome 

future challenges. 

 

Thank you again and we look forward to the new year. 
 

Educationally yours, 
 

 
Tricia Murphy-Alderman, Superintendent 

Byron Area Schools 


